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TEXT:  Exodus 20:2,3,5 
THEME:  WHY WE NEED JESUS 

 
“I am the LORD your God….You shall have no other gods before 
me….I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God.” 

 
Dear Fellow Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
We need Jesus.  As Christians, we know that to be true.  However, the 
sinner in each of us doesn’t agree.  Rather, the sinful heart in us pounds 
passionately for someone or something else more beneficial.  But what, 
or who, could be better than Jesus?  Nothing, no one!  Yet the evil one 
suggests, “Who needs Jesus?”  Why sit for an hour in a boring worship 
service that you don’t get anything out of?  And now, they don’t even 
want you looking at your phone—for a whole hour!  The devil constantly 
displays other choices, those all-important nouns (persons, places, and 
things) and verbs (actions and activities) in our lives.  You can fill in for 
yourself what tempts you personally to stay away from Jesus, his Word, 
and sacrament.  “You need these more,” the devil argues on, and our 
sinful eyes widen in agreement.   
 
But through his Word and sacrament, the Holy Spirit calls us back to 
reality, “Delight yourself in the Lord” (Psalm 37:4).  We need Jesus 
more.    Moses, his prophet, gives us ten reasons why in our Old 
Testament reading today, which you recognize as the Ten 
Commandments.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, we will look only at the 
First Commandment today, because if you break that one, you break all 
the others, and if you break one of the others, you break the first one. 
 
Basically, the First Commandment says:  “…no other gods!”  When 
that’s not right with us, then everything is wrong with us and our lives.  If 
the Lord is not our primary source of good and our resource in times of 
trouble, then we’ve got a rival god, an idol.  Idols expel God from first 
place in our lives.  As one of my professors taught, “There are many 
things God will put up with—second place is not one of them.” 
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God’s First Commandment forcefully says, “No other gods”!  Those 
words convict us.  They make us painfully aware that we have sacrificed 
and bowed down to other gods by giving them our hearts, our resources, 
our time.  We have not feared, loved, and trusted in God above all.  
Idolatry is as bad as it gets with God.  In a way, every sin is a form of 
idolatry.  Every time we choose to sin, we are putting someone or 
something—and most often ourselves—ahead of God.  That’s idolatry.  
Idolatry disgusts God, and realizing this, we are disgusting to ourselves.  
Idolaters, and we, need Jesus! 
 
From the top of thundering Mt. Sinai also came the words, “I am the 
LORD your God.”  Those words are sweet and comforting to our ears, 
for God is not only the giver of this law but is also the covenant God of 
Israel, the Redeemer.  He is our Redeemer for our sins against the First 
Commandment!  Jesus makes the LORD our God.   
 
We need this Redeemer Jesus.  We need Jesus, our substitute, who 
worshiped the Lord and served him only for us, as if we had done so!  
Mercy is ours, as God considers us as having kept his commandments. 
 
We need Jesus, our substitute again, who hung on a cross between us 
and a jealous God.  We need Jesus, who on the cross was hated and 
rejected, forsaken even by his heavenly Father, as he carried the 
punishment for all of our outright and passive aggressive hatred of God.   
 
Taking our place, Jesus made us right, righteous in God’s sight!  This is 
the first and greatest reason we need Jesus! 
 
We need Jesus, because from our hearts, to our lips, to our ears, to our 
hands—sin abounds.  “But where sin increased, grace increased all 
the more” (Romans 5:20).  We need what only Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness can give—grace, undeserved love—to cleanse our hearts, 
lips, ears, our all.  Only Jesus is able to keep us from falling and to 
present us before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.  
To our Savior, Jesus, be glory, majesty, power, and authority!  Amen. 


